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Hundreds of congregants heard the 
call: We needed to reach out to the 

less fortunate among us, especially in these 
difficult times. It was also important to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the founding 
of the Temple Campus food pantry and the 
inauguration of our new partnership with a 
pantry in Santa Monica. Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple did as we always do when it comes to 
acts of tikkun olam (repairing the world)—
we made a big difference, not just for the 
1,000 recipients of Thanksgiving dinner 

baskets, but also for ourselves, reaching 
out hand to hand and heart to heart at 
First AME Church and L.A. Central City 
Community Church on Skid Row.

Of all the stories surrounding “The Big 
Give,” none is sweeter than that of two girls 
from our Mann Family Early Childhood 
Center Nursery School.  Gabri-
ella and Sophie wanted to raise 
money for our project and de-
cided to make giant cookies, Rice 
Krispies treats, and lemonade to 

sell at their stand. The girls invited friends to 
join them for a fun-filled day of working the 
lemonade stand. Gabriella, Sophie, and their 
friends demonstrated great teamwork, and at 
the end of the day, the Tenenbaum girls were 
thrilled to find they raised $250. On Monday 
morning at school they donated the money 
with pride, knowing they had helped others 
in need.  

With all the tzedakah and hands-on 
support,  it’s clear we’ve got more to do, so 
mark your calendars for Sunday, November 
22, 2009 for The Big Give II!

 Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein

That Give WAS BIG!

In This Issue

This story continues online.  See “That Give Was BIG! (Part 2)”  
at www.wbtla.org/news/item/79/news
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As Jacob is dying, he whispers to each of his sons about their 
character and future. It’s his last chance to guide them 

through life. 
Jews are taught to leave more than objects to our children; 

we’re taught to leave words. Nonmaterial inheritance, called an 
ethical will, began informally almost 4,000 years ago with Jacob, 
recounted in this week’s Torah portion. Formal ethical wills date 
back to 11th-century Europe. 

We spend so much time acquiring wealth and posses-
sions to bequeath to our children. Why not also follow Jacob’s 
example and leave a written account of the values we hope they 

inherit? I offer mine as a humble example.
Use this as a starting place or start from scratch, but write 

one. Your children will need your wisdom and words more 
than anything else you can leave them. 

Rabbi Steven Z. Leder

Torah Portion

Adult Opportunities

“The world hates the Jews. The world 
always has and will continue 

to do so.” So says celebrated playwright 
and novelist David Mamet in this new 
entry in the Jewish Encounters series as 
he sets his sights on both anti-Semites 
and apostate Jews, whom he refers to 
as “the Wicked Sons.” Mamet marshals 
his passion and mastery of language to 
argue that only religious observance is an 
authentic, non-self-hating expression of 
Judaism.

—Publishers Weekly

If you haven’t yet read Mamet’s 
book The Wicked Son, get it and take it 
on. If you’re a committed secular Jew, 
argue with him. If you feel that the open-
ness of America has enriched Jewish life, 
argue with him. If you feel our “Jewish 
traits” add dimension to history, culture 
and your personal identity, argue with 
him. If you believe that Reform Judaism 
has a lot to say to the world, take him on.

This isn’t an easy book to read, 
and it might even outrage many Jews 
and non-Jews. However, Mamet’s blunt, 

passionate assertions have to be seriously 
considered, and you should consider 
sharing your view at Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple’s two book salons, hosted in a 
private home. We have scheduled Febru-
ary 8 and March 15 as opportunities to 
explore Mamet’s analysis of our contem-
porary Jewish world. Join gifted facilita-
tor Rochelle Ginsberg as she guides two 
in-depth conversations. Come on, take 
on The Wicked Son!

 Rabbi Karen L. Fox

Parashat Vayechi
Genesis 47:28-50:26

Read, Blog, Join....       www.wbtla.org/events/item/271/adult_events     or     (213) 388-2401 x269

Take on  
The Wicked Son

Dear Aaron and Hannah,
I want you to know that you and your mother are 

the joys of my life; all other accomplishments pale. I want 
you to always be good Jews because then I know you’ll be 
good, charitable, loving, disciplined, decent people.

Live more for today than tomorrow. Be forgiving to 
a fault. When you do something, do your very best. Tell 
many jokes. Always try to have enough money so you’ll 
never be afraid of someone else’s power over you. But use 
your money to help the powerless.

Never pick a fight. But if someone picks one with 
you, don’t back down. If you’ve done good for someone, 
see it as a small thing. If someone has done you wrong, see 
that as a small thing, too.

See the world, dance and give. Let good food, warm 
bread and wine grace your table. Study Torah diligently. 
Be welcome in each other’s homes. Light a yahrzeit candle 
for Mommy and me when we’re gone. Most of all, remem-
ber how deeply and eternally I love you.

Dad



Center for Learning & Engagement

Brawerman Elementary School

Meet Susan Burton, a recent recipient 
of a Phenomenal Woman Award at 

Cal State Northridge (thanks to Professor 
Shira Brown, aka CLE Program Adminis-
trator!). Susan is a kind, sensitive soul who 
has triumphed over addiction, incarcera-
tion, homelessness and despair. Her mission 
in sobriety “is to do good.” A decade ago, 
armed with compassion and leadership 
skills, Susan established A New Way of 
Life Reentry Project and five sober-living 
homes. As her nonprofit organization 
celebrates its 10th anniversary, Susan and 
her staff of social workers, psychologists, re-
habilitation and shelter experts have trans-
formed the lives of more than 250 women 
and their children so far. She is amazing in 

her strength of character and dedication.
To help Susan continue her life-

changing work, the children of the religious 
school have “adopted” one of her young 
women, “Lynn.” We are providing funding 
for her tuition and book fees. Because of 
this act of g’milut chasadim, loving kindness, 
our $800 will assist Lynn in completing her 
nursing degree. Knowing that our kids are 
supporting her effort 100 percent, Lynn 
will be able to fulfill her goal of changing 
her own life and, in turn, will go into the 
community as a health care worker to help 
others change theirs.

Susan says our support “appeared” 
at just the right moment and gave her, her 

organization and one of her women exactly 
what they needed! 

Mitzvah gorreret mitzvah—one 
mitzvah leads to another—and our kids 
continue to prove it’s absolutely true.

 Vinny Green 
Interim Director

Standing what is righttall
for

Going Green

Visit the Center for Learning & Engagement online 
www.wbtla.org/pages/religious_school

Cooking with the Sun

Can you really cook a delicious dinner using the heat of 
the sun? According to Brawerman third graders, the 

answer is YES! Guided by science specialist Kate O’Brien, 
students experimented with three different models of solar 
cookers (similar to those we sent to Darfur last year) and 
shared a tasty meal of pasta, tomato sauce, rice, beans, zuc-
chini and green beans. Third-grade chefs invited other classes 
and amazed them with their solar culinary skills.



CHLOE EDEN HAPPILLON
January 3, 2009 
Irmas Campus
Chloe is the daughter of Jennifer 
Happillon and Christopher Happillon; 
the granddaughter of Diana and Robert 
Davidow; Huguette Happillon and the late 
Michel Happillon.
Family Welcomer: Isabelle Happillon, 
sister.
Tikkun Olam Project: Chloe organized 

and led a team for Coastal Cleanup Day for Heal the Bay. She also 
volunteered with P.S. Arts, dedicated to restoring art education in 
public schools.
 

ANGELA ROSE HANEY
January 10, 2009 
Temple Campus
Angela is the daughter of June Christopher 
Haney and Michael Haney; the 
granddaughter of Mary and Robert Haney.
Tikkun Olam Project: Angela with 
her brother raised funds for Save 
Darfur Organization by getting the 
food ingredients, baking cookies and 
cupcakes, made flyers to circulate to the 
neighborhood, made a board describing 

what is happening in Darfur and sat out for five hours selling the 
baked goods with lemonade.
    

ALANA NICOLE O’MARA
January 10, 2009 
Irmas Campus
Alana is the daughter of Bettina Tendler 
O’Mara and the late Patrick O’Mara; the 
granddaughter of Audri and Stan Tendler
Tikkun Olam Project:  Alana went around 
her neighborhood and collected towels 
and blankets for the Amanda Foundation 
to use in the animal cages. When she 
delivered them, she also helped to clean the 
cages.

ALEXANDER CLARK HANEY
January 10, 2009 
Temple Campus
Alexander is the son of June Christopher 
Haney and Michael Haney; the grandson 
of Mary and Robert Haney.
Tikkun Olam Project: Alexander 
with his sister raised funds for Save 
Darfur Organization by getting the 
food ingredients, baking cookies and 
cupcakes, made flyers to circulate to the 
neighborhood, made a board describing 

what is happening in Darfur and sat out for five hours selling the 
baked goods with lemonade.
      

Our B’nei Mitzvah

Welcome to new Temple members…
Nathan and Kimberly Agam and their son, Keller…David and Cara 
Goldstein and their son, Tanner…Laurence and Robin Hilman…
Jason and Sandrine Rattan and their daughter Elodie…Patrick and 
Amy Russo and their children, Ethan, Sela and Jaden…Rafael and 
Isabell and their children, Peter and Emily…

Congratulations to…
Ronnye and Bill Grueber on the birth of their granddaughter, Ella 
Sophia Temple and to aunts and uncles, Anneleise and Bill Morris; 
Jill and Perry Haberman and to cousin, Spencer Morris Haberman…
Randy and Daniel Lee on the birth of their son, Jacob Evan Lee and 
to big brother and sister, Andrew and Lily…

Condolences to…
Susan and Stephen Matloff on the death of her father, Dixon 
Dann and on the death of her step father, Donald Hester and to 
granddaughter, Isabelle…Jon and Jolie Jashni on the death of his 
mother, Margaret Jashni and to grandchildren, Jake and Juliet…
Jennifer and Eric Kaufman on the death of their daughter, Alexis 
Brooke Kaufman and to big brother, Nathan and to aunt and uncle, 
Karen and Scott Silver and cousins, Lauren and Samantha…Bill and 
Marilyn Lindheim on the death of his mother, Pearl Lindheim…
Mitch Tenzer and Gail Woods on the death of his mother, Rita 
Tenzer and to grandsons, Benjamin and Matthew…Jonathan and Lisa 
Bloch on the death of his cousin, Cindy Wool…Dr. Julianne Zieve on 
the death of her father, Morris Zieve and to granddaughter, Lexi...

And to all immediate and extended family. 

Our Temple Family



Contributions

We appreciate your generous donations.  An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
In Honor Of:
Earl Bubar’s 90th Birthday by Marianne & Alvin Barbanell

In Loving Memory Of:
Donald Adlen by Paula Hoffman
Albert Allen by Judy & Eugene Tuch
Anatole Berg by Jonathan Carson
Edna Bermond by Pat Crone
Barry Chasen by Dr. Doryann Chasen
Frank Citron by Tracy & F. Ron Smith
William Cohen by Cathy & Mark Louchheim
Beloved father & grandfather, Ulrich Furst by The Furst Family
Lucile Gantman by Joseph Gantman
Samuel Gaynes by Ruth Gaynes
Melvin Hochberg by Ruth Hochberg
Michael Horn by Rita & Martin Horn
Lewis Hyman by Leslie Weisberg & James Hyman
Marilynn Koskoff by Karen Admon
Marilynn Koskoff by Laurie & Terry Rodsky
Abe Levin by Ruth Gaynes
Frieda “Renert” Linsk by Diane & Lloyd Sobel; Brad & Leslie 
Sobel
Stanley Lyons by Joan Sigband
Edgar Marx by Lotte Seelman
Betty Nathanson by Cheri Morgan
Fran Ostrow by Louise & Paul Greenberg
Samuel Perzik by James Perzik
Phillip Rauss by Laura Rauss
Marvin Robbins by Florence Robbins
Elizabeth Rubenstein by Phyllis & Howard Rubenstein
Werner Schott by Sheryl & Ronald Schott
Michael Sokol by Thomas Sokol
Audrey Tudor by Deborah & Martin Tudor
Carroll Weiler by Pat Crone
William Winner by David Winner
Joan Worth by Daniele & Art Ochoa

CLERGY FUND
In Honor Of:
Don Schwarz by Vicki & Murray Pepper
Rabbi Leder for officiating at the service of Pearl Lindheim by 
Marilyn & Bill Lindheim
Chase Silverman’s Bar Mitzvah by Betsy & Rabbi Steve Leder

In Loving Memory Of:
Herman Lewin by Belle Landa
Irma Polson by Susan & Kurt Bachrach
Beloved mother, Hanna Price by Madeline & Michael Price
Morris Zieve by Lorraine Zieve

SISTERHOOD PULPIT FLOWER FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Joseph Mittler by Rosie & Bob Berson
Lisa Walder by Sandra & Jordan Walder

ANN AND SAM BERNSTEIN CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY
In Loving Memory Of:
Ralph Binder by Joy Wolf
Rose Steinberg-Frankel by Lynn Bernstein

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
FOOD PANTRY
Ronnie Shapiro & Norman Chanes
Jeanne Gerson
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Judith Wolf

In Honor Of:
Mel & Yvonne Rogow’s 60th Wedding Anniversary by Pat & 
Carl Feldstein
Devorah & Robert Heyman by The Meserve Family
Menachem Hultmark by The Meserve Family
Hannah Stein-Whitney & Tali and Mitchell Stein by The 
Meserve Family
Zehavah & Bruce Oates by The Meserve Family
Jean Petersen’s Birthday by Betty Cohen

Rabbi Stein for officiating at the service of Paul Spindler by Gail 
Spindler
David, Michelle & Justin Whitney by The Meserve Family

In Loving Memory Of:
Dear mother, Rosa Warner Charnas by Marian & Stanley Brown 
& Family
Dora Cohen by Arlene & Marc Evans
Henry Epstein by Lucille Epstein & Family
Beloved mother, Rose Kanner by Helen Samples
Eva Kirschner by Helen Sherwin
Helaine Melvin by Trudi & Fred Bender
Helaine Melvin by Ann Rubin
Nan Meyer by Helen Lewis & Marvin Meyer
Florence Naumburg by Betty & Marvin Hoffenberg
Leon Wachtman by Lori Pollack

LILI AND JON BOSSE LIBRARY FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Martha Kline by Gertrude Kline

MANN FAMILY EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
In Loving Memory Of:
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Julie & Tony Berkus
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Emily & Alan Feit
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Robin, Garrett & Austin Feldman
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Elliott & Sharon Friedman; Kevin & 
Lynn Friedman
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by The Friedman Family
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Fred Cherniack & Linda Gubman
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Jan & Paul Holtzman
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Carol Bovill & Fredda Loewenstein
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Claire & Don Marks
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Lorin & Eddie Michaels
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Reesa & Jerry Niznick
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Holly Roberts
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Elaine & Dennis Roman
Alexis Brooke Kaufman by Erica Sesar & Cara Sands

GERI AND RICHARD BRAWERMAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
In Honor Of:
Sue Stein for a speedy recovery by Patti, Dan, Carli & Lauren 
Stein

In Loving Memory Of:
Paul Spindler by Gail Spindler

RABBI HARVEY J. & SYBIL A. FIELDS 
EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Sherri & John Fogelman

ANAT BEN-ISHAI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Alexandra Buch by Rima & Robert Buch
Florence Goldstein by Sydnee, Jared, Jordan & Samantha Breuer

JORDAN EHRLICH FUND FOR PROGRAMS IN 
BUSINESS ETHICS
In Loving Memory Of:
Beloved father, Fred Ehrlich by Shirley & Tony Kouffman

MEREDITH FISHMAN MEMORIAL FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Beloved mother, grandmother & great grandmother, Marian 
Fishman by The Fishman Family

THE DARFUR PROJECT
Paula Schiffman

THE CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS INQUIRY FUND
Michael D. Kirley

In Loving Memory Of:
Father & grandfather, Jules Lustig by Harriet Borson & Family

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE CAMPS
In Honor Of:
Esther Frankenstien’s Birthday by June Blumkin
Ruth Handel by June Blumkin

In Loving Memory Of:
Don Adlen by Paula Hoffman
Betty & Rudolf Oberschutzky by Susan & Kurt Bachrach
Harry Segal by Dr. and Mrs. Robert Shaw

RABBI ALFRED WOLF CAMP FUND
In Honor Of:
Barb & Lenny Leder by Patrick Murphy

In Loving Memory Of:
Husband, Dr. John Green and daughter, Barbara Ellen Green by 
Roslyn Green
Marge Farber by Stephanie & Spencer Schneider
Mollie Polep by Charles Polep

EVELYN K. KRAMER MEMORIAL CAMP FUND
Harriet Burton

KEHILLAH COMMUNITY CAMP FUND
Nancy Barasch
Rena & Peter Falk
Eileen & Don Fracchia
Maureen & Grant Gelberg
Jeanne Gerson
Randi & Warren Grant
Martha & Bruce Greenwald
Lesley & Eli Hammer
Richard Harris
Kimberly & Steven Jackman
Lilian & Howard Landman
Ruth & Samuel Mayerson
Anita & Loren Naiman
Mindy & Daniel Schiffman
Scott Howard & Tiffany Shrier
Debbie & Michael Stein
Judith & Lawrence Walley
Stephanie & Michael Weisberg

THE BIG GIVE
Joan & Melvin Adler
Muriel Blankfort
Valerie & Bradford Cohen
Elissa Miller & Jeffrey Goeckner
The Isaacs Family
Estelle Wachs, Leslie & Robert Siegel, Jarad Siegel & Shara Siegel
Susan Kahn
Mary Z. Phillips
Madeline & Michael Price
Rabbi Karen Fox & Michael Rosen
Aiden Schiller
Irene Shaffer
Wendy Tucker

In Honor Of:
Michael Saltzman’s Birthday by Susan & Jeffrey Leider
Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein’s Birthday by Phyl Wallace
Grace Weinstein’s Bat Mitzvah by Sybil & John Barkett

FOOD PANTRY
Sunday, January 4, 2009 
Sponsored by  
Ronnie Shapiro & Norman Chanes 
Sunday, January 11, 2008 
Sponsored by 
Susan Adler Jannol & Marty Jannol in honor 
of Joan and Mel Adler’s Anniversary

Thank you to those individuals and families who have chosen 
either to underwrite ($1,000) or sponsor ($500) a week of food.  
If you are interested in joining this effort, please contact Gina 
Lobaco at (213) 388-2401  
or globaco@wbtla.org.
Mitzvah goreret mitzvah – doing a mitzvah leads to doing more.
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Schedule of Shabbat Worship & Study

Friday, january 2
Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Stein and Cantorial Soloist  
Pam Simmons 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbi Fox, Cantor Gurney and the Band 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 3
Torah Study and Service Combined  
GENESIS Vayigash  44:18 – 47:27 
Rabbi Stein and Cantorial Soloist  
Marcus Feldman 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Fox and Cantorial Soloist  
Ellen Sugerman 
Irmas Campus – 10:30 a.m.

Friday, January 9
Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbinic Intern Erin Mason, 
Cantor Gurney and the Band 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus – 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 10
Torah Study  
GENESIS Veyechi 47:28 – 50:26 
Rabbinic Intern Erin Mason 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Tot Shabbat 
Rabbi Leder and Fredda Loewenstein 
Irmas Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Stein and Cantor Gurney 
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Leder and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.
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Happy New Year!



Upcoming Events

Lunch & Learn Torah StUdy  
with Rabbi Leder
Be uplifted and challenged. Understand how ancient values still have 
currency in your modern life. 
Learn what reggae star Bob Marley and the Rambam share in 
common. Understand why Torah has sustained and nurtured our 
people for thousands of years. Even with no prior experience or 
Hebrew skills, you will come away with a deeper connection to 
Judaism. You bring your lunch; and Rabbi Leder will bring the 
wisdom of our ancestors—along with relevant insights from a 
variety of historical, anthropological, sociological and popular 
sources. Lunch and Learn Torah Study sessions will be held on 
Fridays. Check website for all dates.
Century City, 12:00 p.m. 
January 9 
February 6 
March 6 
April 17 
May 8
Downtown, 12:00 p.m. 
January 16 
February 13 
March 13 
April 24 
May 15
Please RSVP to Ruth Stoch at rstoch@wbtla.org  
or (213) 388-2401
www.wbtla.org/events/item/219/adult_events

Women’s Torah Lunch and Learn  
with Rabbi Fox
Look at the Torah through a women’s eyes.
We begin our seventh year of study and continue to grow in 
friendship and learning. Bring a Bible of your choice and we’ll 
study commentary from the newly published Women’s Torah 
Commentary published by Union for Reform Judaism. Experience 
studying, eating together and enjoying the fruits of Torah.  Bring 
your own lunch.
Irmas Campus 
12:30 p.m. 
January 9 
January 23 
February 13 
February 27 
March 6 
March 20 
April 3 
April 24 
May 8 
May 22
www.wbtla.org/events/item/221/adult_events

Defenders of the Heart:  
Managing Habits FOR a Richer, More 
Satisfying Life
Thursday, January 15, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Neil Einbund, Ph.D, and Marilyn Kagan, LCSW, Authors and 
Psychotherapist.
Identify how to recognize which defenders are sabotaging your life. 
Break free of these life-limiting powers. Move toward the glorious, 
awe-inspiring, and utterly fulfilled existence you’re striving for!
www.wbtla.org/events/item/277/events

Parenting Speaker Series 
with Dr. Wendy Mogel
Thursday, January 29, 2009 
7:30 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Dr. Wendy Mogel  is the author of the New 
York Times best-selling book, “The Blessing of a 
Skinned Knee.”  This groundbreaking book takes 
everyday parenting challenges and examines them 
through the lens of Jewish teachings. Dr. Mogel 
shows parents how to treasure the power and the 

holiness of the present moment, how to accept their children as 
being both ordinary and unique, and how to teach their children to 
honor their parents. Her lecture is inspiring, humorous and effective 
in helping parents meet the day-to-day challenges of raising self-
reliant children.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/259/youth_events

Intergenerational  
Tour of Israel with 
Rabbi Leder
Sunday, June 14 - 28, 2009
ALL-INCLUSIVE TRAVEL 
Flight and land including 5 
star hotels and most meals 
Land: $ 4,547 
Land & Air: $ 5,997
I love Israel. You will too. Bring your children and your 
grandchildren. Come with me to change your life. Come with me to 
change your soul. Be a part of the most hopeful and beautiful people 
on earth. Be a part of the greatest Jewish story ever lived.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/286/adult_events

For a full calendar of events and services, please visit www.wbtla.org/events

June 14- 28, 2009

Tour of Israelwith Rabbi Leder
Intergenerational
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