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One year after its dedication and official opening, the Karsh 
Family Social Service Center at Wilshire Boulevard 

Temple stands as a shining example of the Temple and its 
members spreading light unto the world (Tikkun Olam). Our 
efforts have extended from our own backyard all the way to 
Houston, from where the Wilshire Boulevard Disaster Response 
Team just returned from Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts. 
Since its November 2016 grand opening, the Karsh Center 
has helped over 3000 individuals in our community with 
immigration, food-insecurity, and dental issues, in addition to 
connecting people to resources they would otherwise never have 
access to. If you have been to Karsh during the year to volunteer, 
we thank you. If you have yet to visit, our doors are open to those 
in need, providers, friends, colleagues, and students from all over 
the world who tour our center weekly to see firsthand the magic 
of Karsh. 

This October, we experienced two particular events that 
illustrate the spirit of the Karsh Center and the gratitude for the 
work we do. Associate Director of Volunteer Engagement Amy 
Mendelsohn and Rabbi Shapiro hosted a group of 15 Israeli 
exchange students from deToledo High School. “There was a 
lot of Israeli whispering going on,” Amy said about the tour. “I 

thought I was losing their attention–it was almost lunchtime– 
but they were actually reaching for their wallets to collect money. 
One girl said to me, ‘Amy, we’d really like to make a donation 
here. Can we please give you a cash donation?’ I had to hold back 
tears; this group of just 15 students collected $150, and it was 
all self-initiated! I heard a handful of kids shout out, ‘This place 
is amazing,’ ‘The work you do is so important,’ and ‘Wow, this is 
really, really cool.’ One boy put his arm around Rabbi Shapiro 
and echoed the sentiments with, ‘This is really awesome.’

Over the summer, Temple member Barry Forman offered 
a large donation of children’s soccer gear, which was sorted and 
packaged by several Karsh Center volunteers. The equipment 
and apparel has since been distributed to many Karsh Center 
collaborators so that kids in our community can benefit from 
this incredible donation. Korean Youth Community Center 
kids were so thrilled to get the clothing that Ernie Yoshikawa, 
Senior Manager of the Children and Family Service Division, 
sent this thank-you to Karsh’s Associate Director of Operations 
Frances Nova:

Hi Frances,
…I just wanted to write to thank you and your donor for 

providing the soccer gear for our youth. I know that many of our 

Happy First Birthday, Karsh!

continued on page 2
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https://www.wbtla.org/englander
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Torah Portion

Parashat Va-y’chi Genesis 47:28-50:26

Leave Your Children Words

Jacob summons his twelve sons to his bedside and whispers 
something to each before he dies. It’s his last chance to offer 

them guidance. These are, as the cliché goes, Jacob’s final words. 
Words seem quintessentially Jewish to me. Most Jews have 
material wills, but at death’s door—from Jacob’s time to the 
present day—Jews are challenged to leave more than material 
things to our children; we are taught to leave them words.

In Jewish tradition, the nonmaterial inheritance we 
leave our children is called an ethical will. Ethical wills began 
informally nearly three thousand years ago in the Torah, with 
Jacob and his sons; formal ethical wills date back to eleventh-

century Germany, France, and Spain. We spend a lot of time 
accumulating wealth and possessions to leave behind for our 
children; hoping the material will somehow express to them 

the emotional. But why not also follow Jacob’s example and 
that of Jews for almost a millennium, and leave your children 
a written account of your hopes and love for them? I have 

written mine. 
There are so many beautiful things in life, and 

when one happens for the last time, we don’t know it 

is the last time. Novelist Jonathan Safran Foer puts it this way: 
“No baby knows when the nipple is pulled from his mouth 
for the last time. No child knows when he last calls his mother 
‘mama.’ No small boy knows when the book has closed on the 
last bedtime story that will ever be read to him. No boy knows 
when the water drains from the last bath he will ever take with 
his brother. No mother knows she is hearing the word mama 
for the last time. No father knows when the book has closed on 
the last bedtime story he will ever read.” 

Many of you know that my father is deep into 
the mystery of Alzheimer’s. I didn’t know that my last 
conversation with him would be my last conversation with 
him—that his ability to speak would be there one day, and 
gone the next. Children, tell your parents. Tell them they 
matter to you. Tell them you love them with all your heart. 
And parents, learn from our ancestor Jacob: write an ethical 
will to your children for whom there will come a last day with 
you and for whom your words will mean more than any 
material possession you can leave them. 

   Rabbi Steven Leder
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Cover (continued)

boys love to play soccer, so it was a great fit! I think they especially 
like athletic clothing made with comfortable breathable fabric 
like what you provided. I’ve attached some pictures of our kids 
with the gear --- you may recognize some of them from the pantry 
program. They’re all Menlo residents and participants in our 
youth programs, and they were super excited to get these items. 
On behalf of KYCC and our families, thank you for always 
sharing your amazing resources with us, and please extend our 
thanks to your donor as well. We really appreciate the thought!

Best,
Ernie
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Twenty-seven cyclists representing the Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple Camps team, including Camp Director Doug 

Lynn, Temple members, camp parents, and alumni, assembled 
on a Sunday morning (October 29) at Camp Alonim to 
participate in the fifth-annual Tour de Summer Camps event. 
They rode a combined 1,400 miles (in routes ranging from 
18 to 100 miles) and raised more than $46,000 to go toward 
sending kids to Jewish summer camp. This year, to include 
participants who do not ride, a hike (also of varying lengths) 
was added to the event.

The WBTCamps team, led by camp alums, camp parents, 
and Temple members Carolyn and Craig Enenstein, came 
out the top fundraising team, thanks in great part to Temple 
member Brian Shirkin, who raised more than $11,000, and 

former camp committee chair, camp alum, and Temple member 
Dan Wolf, who raised nearly $7,500! Among the event’s exciting 
moments were the ribbon cutting by Brian to launch the 36- and 
18-mile rides, and Temple member and camp dad Rob Radoff ’s 
first-place finish in the 100-mile route. Along with Rabbi Eshel, 
parents, alumni, campers, and staff, worked at the team rest stop, 
providing snacks and encouragement as riders made pit stops on 
their way to the finish line.

Created five years ago by Temple member Rodney 
Freeman, the Jewish Federation’s Tour de Summer Camps is a 
community fundraising event whose proceeds make it possible 
for more children across Los Angeles to have the life-changing 
experience of attending Jewish summer camp.

Camps

Riders Rode, Hikers Hiked…Funds Were Raised

It was a day of riding, a day of hiking, a day 
of cheering; a day when funds were raised 
to send more kids to overnight Jewish 
camps. THANK YOU to our WBTCamps Team 
and supporters!
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Brawerman Elementary School

One defining characteristic of Brawerman East is how 
often activities are undertaken collectively. This practice 

of mixed grades working together began early on, when there 
were only a few grades to mix; however, it’s grown into a 
tradition that shapes the school’s identity. “Part of the fun of 
planning the school year at East,” said Assistant Principal Noa 
Grant, “is figuring out how we’re going to accommodate the 
influx of new students into our all-school programming.”

The fall holidays present a number of opportunities 
for students from different grade levels to collaborate. 
While students possess varied skills, vocabularies, and life 
experiences, all recognize that Jewish people around the world 
come together on these special days to reflect on the same 
sacred stories, ideas, and values, whatever their languages and 
perspectives. 

In that spirit, Brawerman East spent the school day before 
Kol Nidrei at the beach as one big family. Students performed 
their own versions of tashlich by working in mixed-grade teams 
to build sand structures that represented those things they 
hoped to cleanse themselves of as they wade into the new year. 
Rabbi Eshel then addressed the entire school with a story to 
remind students why Yom Kippur is so important to the Jewish 
people. As the waves rolled in gently behind him, Rabbi Eshel 

encouraged students to think about the consequences of their 
choices—not just for themselves but for those around them 
and for the community as a whole. 

The Tradition of Collaboration

 

Glazer and Mann Early Childhood Centers

The child is an active participant in his/her learning; the 
teacher’s job is to validate the students’ work to allow 

for deeper explorations into their perceptions of the world. 
Viewing ourselves as partners in education with the children, 
we are constantly looking to expand our ways of thinking—
and teaching. This year we are working with a new scholar-
in-residence, Paola Trigari, an Educational Consultant on 
the Constructivism, Social-Constructivism, and the Reggio 
Emilia–inspired educational philosophies and codirector of a 
new post-graduate program in Early Childhood and Primary 
Education at the University of Geneva, Switzerland, who 
consults for a number of schools across the United States. 

Paola spent a week at our early childhood centers 
observing teachers’ interactions with their students and 
the ways in which we approach daily environments and 
curriculum. Our teachers are excellent; they have degrees, are 

warm and nurturing, and take continuing education courses. 
What more do we need? There is always more to learn from the 
children, and Paola reminds us how to listen to children in a 
deeper, more meaningful way.

At a recent staff meeting, Paola focused on social 
constructivism, a theory of knowledge that views human 
development as socially situated, and knowledge as 
constructed through interaction with others. We bonded as 
a staff through conversations in which there was agreement 
as well as disagreement. We are so proud of our staff, and the 
children will be the beneficiaries of our experiences.

Paola will return for two additional visits this school 
year (both for two-week stints), during which time, on both 
campuses, she will observe in classrooms and meet with 
teaching and administration teams. We look forward to 
continuing to grow and learn together. 

Social Constructivism at Work
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Last month, in the wake of Hurricane Harvey, the Temple’s 
Disaster Response Team traveled to Houston to aid 

ongoing relief efforts. Together with NECHAMA, the only 
Jewish Disaster Response organization in the country, we 
emptied out flooded homes, removing personal belongings and 
demolishing mold-covered walls and floors. We assisted many 
on the path to rebuilding their homes and, more importantly, 
their lives. And, perhaps most importantly, we delivered 
messages of solidarity and hope to those feeling forgotten. In 
appreciation of NECHAMA’s disaster-relief work, a portion 
of donations made helped sponsor a volunteers Shabbat dinner 
and a meal on the day of The Big Give. 

Congregant Zach Schwartz, a member of the Temple’s 
relief team, made the following impassioned Instagram post 
upon his return home from Houston: 

“Take some time to check up on tragedies that keep getting 
pushed to the bottom of the barrel by rapidly changing news cycles. 
What does recovery look like in Mexico, Puerto Rico, Florida, 
Houston? What is the status of those recovering from unthinkable 
injuries sustained in the Las Vegas shooting? Stay connected, both 
with macro updates and the personal stories of those on the road 
to recovery. We all have something of value to give—whether it’s 
time, money, stuff—and by staying connected we expose ourselves to 
opportunities that may spur us to do something...anything...because 
now, more than ever, we’ve got to take some time to be nice to each 
other. And here’s a little secret: giving feels good! In my experience, 
giving and connecting with people makes me feel happy. Take some 
time and find out if it does the same for you. There are people and 
organizations in your backyard that could use a couple hours of your 
time or a couple extra bucks. Connect. It might just be contagious.”

Temple Relief Team Goes to Houston

Volunteer



Nun, gimel, hei, shin are the Hebrew letters on the 
Chanukah dreidel. Nes, gadol, haya, sham—“A great 

miracle happened there!” As legend has it, the great miracle 
references the oil that lasted eight days and nights as Judah 
Maccabee fought to defeat the Syrian armies of King 
Antiochus. In Israel, the Hebrew letters on the dreidel are 
different: nun, gimel, hei, peh—“A great miracle happened 
here!” Each week on our campuses, great miracles happen 
in our religious schools. Perhaps these miracles are not as 
striking as defeating an army. Still, given the modern-day 
obstacles and challenges we face as we strive to infuse our 
young students with a love of Judaism and Jewish community, 
it sometimes feels bellicose. The stakes are high and battle 
lines drawn as we fight for attention when time and stressors 
so often detract our families.

Dedication, the meaning of the word Chanukah, 
beautifully describes our own modern-day Maccabees—the 
teachers, staff, and even our high school madrichim. Every 
week these talented, dedicated educators work tirelessly 
to create fun-filled, joyful, and meaningful experiences for 

students. And every year Chanukah reminds us to rededicate 
ourselves to stand for justice, and to keep Judaism, its 
customs, culture, and peoplehood, vibrant and relevant. 
Fortunately for our religious school students, our teachers 
attack this sacred task with the spirit of the Maccabees: with 
determination, excitement, passion, and energy. To them we 
say, todah rabah, thank you very much. Chanukah Sameach! 
Happy Chanukah! to our wonderful staff and families.

   Head of Religious School, Cathy Gordon
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When I lived in New York City, among the highlights 
of the winter holiday season were the free Christmas 

concerts presented by various churches around the city, 
generally open to the public and performed by small 
orchestras or musical ensembles of the highest caliber. The 
music was beautiful, the surroundings uplifting, and the 
entire experience transported audiences to a place of unity 
and peace. Inspired by these concerts, it has been my mission 
to replicate them through a Jewish lens here at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple, to establish a Chanukah holiday concert 
in our beautiful sanctuary, open to the public and a joyful 
experience for all.

This year, I am delighted to present A Night of Miracles, 
performed by the celebrated Los Angeles Jewish Symphony 
under the direction of Artistic Director/Conductor Noreen 
Green. The evening will include both new and popular classic 

Chanukah music, dramatic readings of wondrous true stories 
of miracles by actors Philip Casnoff and Roxanne Hart, 
and guest artist Karen Hart performing her internationally 
acclaimed Chanukah creation, Judah and His Maccabees: 
A Hanukkah Gospel Story. This award-winning piece was 
staged at the Los Angeles Music Center last year, and Karen, 
winner of the Best of Los Angeles Women in Music award 
and named one of the Top 100 artists by Music Connection 
magazine, has had her choral pieces performed all over the 
world. You won’t want to miss her Temple performance.

So on Sunday, December 3, at 4:00 p.m., bring your 
family and friends to our magnificent Sanctuary to enjoy 75 
minutes of pure Chanukah holiday bliss, suitable for all ages, 
followed by—what else?—jelly donuts for all!

   Rabbi Susan Nanus, Director of Adult Programs 

Holiday Music and Miracles

Adult Opportunities

 

Our Own “Great Miracles”

Religious School



FIRST FRIDAYS: SHABBA DABBA!  
Friday, December 1    6:00 p.m. 

Family and friends are invited to 
this soulful, monthly participatory 

musical service. Stay for pizza and potluck; bring your 
favorite dairy or vegetarian sides to add to the feast.

  Ashley Sullivan, asullivan@wbtla.org, (213) 835-2146 
  wbtla.org/shabbadabba 

NEFESH  
Fridays, December 1 and 15    7:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Susan Goldberg and the Nefesh Band for a 
moving, musical Shabbat service that gives your soul  
the chance to fill up and renew. Come early for the 
potluck that starts at 6:30 p.m. 

  Ashley Sullivan, asullivan@wbtla.org, (213) 835-2146 
  wbtla.org/nefesh

A NIGHT OF MIRACLES—A COMMUNITY 
CONCERT    
Sunday, December 3    4 p.m.

Don’t miss this musical mash-up of the finest Chanukah 
music ever written. The special performance, which 
is suitable for audiences of all ages, is followed by a 
sufganiyot (jelly donuts) reception. 

  Reesa Rotman, rrotman@wbtla.org, (424) 208-8932 
  wbtla.org/miracles

BOUTIQUE ON THE BOULEVARD
Tuesday, December 5    8:30 a.m.

Why try to fight the crowds and the crazy L.A. 
traffic to get your holiday shopping done? 
Just grab some friends and your Chanukah 
list and head over to the Irmas Campus, 
where a variety of vendors showcase jewelry, 
purses, children’s clothing, and much more! 
Delicious lunch and bake-sale items also are 
available for purchase. 

  Felisa Felsenthal, felisa@wbtla.org, (424) 208-8966 
  wbtla.org/holidayboutique 

TORAH AND LUNCH WITH RABBI LEDER  
Friday, December 8, 12:00 p.m., Century City

You bring your lunch; Rabbi Leder brings 
the wisdom of our ancestors. No prior 
knowledge of Torah or Hebrew is necessary. 
Cost: $36 for the series. RSVP required.

  Samantha Rosen, srosen@wbtla.org, (213) 835-2121 
  wbtla.org/events

TOT SHABBAT   
Saturday, December 9    9 a.m.

Celebrate Shabbat with this musical service for children, 
a special Shabbat craft project, singing, and Kiddush! 
The Tot Shabbat program is open to all families with 
young children. 

  Fredda Loewenstein, fredda@wbtla.org,  
(310) 445-1280 

  wbtecc.org/totshabbat

WORDS AND WRITERS—DINNER AT THE 
CENTER OF THE EARTH    
Sunday, December 10    4:00 p.m.

Nathan Englander, Pulitzer Prize finalist and 
winner of the Frank O’Connor International 
Short Story Award, discusses his latest 
book, Dinner at the Center of the Earth: 
A Novel, and participates in a fascinating 
conversation about Judaism, anti-Semitism, 
Israel, and literature. Followed by book 
sales and signing and a dessert reception. 

  Reesa Rotman, rrotman@wbtla.org, (213) 208-8932 
  wbtla.org/englander

WOW GOES TO THE MOVIES!  
Monday, December 11, 7:30 p.m.,  
The Landmark Theatres

Join the Women of Wilshire as we see the 
newly-released film sure to be an Oscars 
contender, The Shape of Water, and enjoy 
lunch together afterwards at Lenny’s Deli. 

  Reesa Rotman, rrotman@wbtla.org, (213)208-8932 
  wbtla.org/wow-movies

LIGHT IT UP! CHANUKAH WITH THE MEETUP   
Thursday, December 14, 7:30 p.m., Factor’s Delicatessen

Light it up for Chanukah with The 
Meetup at Factor’s Delicatessen. 
Join us for a night of fun as we watch 
a video compilation of your 15-30 
second clips of good deeds. The cost 
is $25 including valet parking.

  Jesica Ryzenberg,  
cantorsoffice@wbtla.org  

  wbtla.org/chanukkahmeetup 

Upcoming Events For our complete calendar of events, please visit wbtla.org/events

 

    GLAZER CAMPUS (EAST)      IRMAS CAMPUS (WEST)       THE PEOPLE CONCERN FOOD PANTRY, SANTA MONICA      CAMP HESS KRAMER 

    CALL/EMAIL REGISTRATION REQUIRED   ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED     CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION     FREE OF CHARGE

Events and times subject to change. 

Light it Up!
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Tributes

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
Derra Larsh
Mrs. Margaret Pashkow
Ronald Safren
David and Deborah Trainer

In Honor of:
Rabbi Steven Leder by Mrs. Sandi Chatkin
Rabbi Steven Leder for officiating at Madeline’s baby naming 
by Danielle and Alejandro Umansky

In Loving Memory of:
Rose Barshap by Mrs. Irving Barshap
Rose Baruch by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Chinski
Sarah Blum by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lowenstein
Clair J. Cantor by Ms. Linda Cantor
Herbert Eisenstadt by Mr. and Mrs. Michael Eisenstadt
Philip Engel by Phyllis Kassel
Gerald Fields by Mrs. Bobbie Fields
Rose Gilfenbain by Mr. Steven Gilfenbain
Ada F. Hecht, loving mother and grandmother,  
by Mrs. Ann Saltzman
Ruth Hoffenberg by Sharyn and Walter Gertz
Jerome Jaffee by Rick, Debbie, Ashley, Tahl, and Jeremy Powell
Rose Janken by Mr. and Mrs. Glen Janken
Myer Koslow by Dr. and Mrs. Edward Share
Harold Leventhal by Mrs. Gayle Leventhal
Ted Lunine by Janet and Jonathan Barzilay
Lillian Mereny, dear mother and grandmother,  
by Carol Krasne and Eric Fine
Bessie J. Meyers by Natalie Stein
Myer Orlikoff by Steven Orlikoff
Lillian Rhein by Linda and Peter Rhein
Lilly Shapell by Vera and Paul Guerin
Marjorie Slotkin and Jay Slotkin  
by Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Mindlin
Max Stoller by Mrs. Irving Barshap
Albert Tomin by Harold J. Tomin and Toby M. Horn
Albert Tuch by Mrs. Marilyn Brown
Fern B. Wallace by Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Wallace
Sadie Warner Halper by Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Halper
Bernice B. Weiler by Pat and Samuel Crone
Morris Weinstein by Linda and Gene Weiss

CLERGY FUND
In Honor of:
Rabbi Steven Leder and Cantor Seth Ettinger for  
officiating at Rose Gleiberman’s bat mitzvah  
by Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Gleiberman 
Rabbi Steven Leder by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kuperstock
Rabbi Steven Leder for officiating at the bris and naming of  
Ari Lorber by Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Lorber
Howie and Lian Tanenbaum’s fifth wedding anniversary  
by Hedi Lieberman and Victor Teicher

In Loving Memory of:
Henrietta Breitbart by Mr. and Mrs. Jared Breuer
Helen Rose by Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Schenck

PULPIT FLOWER FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Norman Hoffman by Mr. and Mrs. Steven Gardner

FOOD PANTRIES FUND
Philip Barkhordarian
Mrs. Jeanne Gerson
Schwartz Family LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stern

In Honor of:
Terry Bell by Jackie Cahn
Fred Fern’s 80th birthday by Richard and Bette Bloom
William H. Grueber by Sarah Albrent
Ashley E. Powell by Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bovill

In Loving Memory of:
Morris Abrams by Dr. and Mrs. Mark Vogel
Cliff Ackerman by Norman Chanes and Ronnie Shapiro
Stanley Brown by Gertrude Kline
Marshall Goldman by Ann Rubin
Bill Grueber by Carolyn Hodapp
Bill Grueber by Mr. and Mrs. Myron Roberts
William H. Grueber by Nancy Weaver Durka
Max Hartfield by Mrs. Marian Brown
Max Hartfield by Gertrude Kline
Hortense Kaufman by Mr. and Mrs. Steven Broidy
Joseph Kirschner by Mrs. Samuel Sherwin
Samuel Klein by Helen Klein
Dr. Richard Luros by Ann Rubin
Richard B. Motley by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Motley

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Gilbert Mombach by Dan and Patti Stein

KLEIN FAMILY FUND FOR MANN FAMILY  
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Anonymous

ERIKA J. GLAZER EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
In Loving Memory of:
Max Edelstein by Ruth Yablans
Betty Jean Rivkin by Katherine and Nicholas Daum

BRAWERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
In Honor of:
Zad Akhtarzad by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kuperstock

BRAWERMAN ENDOWMENT
Rochelle and Michael Cohen

ANNE AND NATHAN SPILBERG ANNUAL 
LECTURE ON JEWISH LIFE
In Loving Memory of:
Bernard Basch by Susan and Bruce Levin

MUSIC PUBLICATION FUND
In Honor of:
Steve and Linda Brown’s anniversary by Barry Forman and 
Andrea Pflug
Cantor Don Gurney by Nancy and Hal Daum
Cantor Gurney’s good health by Mr. and Mrs. Hillard Gordon

In Loving Memory of:
Dorothy T. Forman by Barry Forman and Andrea Pflug
Belle Gomberg by Barry Forman and Andrea Pflug
Fay Kaplan by Barry Forman and Andrea Pflug

BIDNER FUND
Mr. Richard Lovett
Jean Rosenbaum-Katz

In Honor of:
Rabbi Steven Leder for officiating at the funeral of  
Steven Bartmasser by Philip Bartmasser

In Loving Memory of:
Eddie Michaels by Dylan Michaels

EACH ONE HELP ONE FUND
Marilyn R. Blacker
Philip Blen
Mark Reynlib

In Honor of:
Carol April’s birthday by Ramon Franco
Carol April’s birthday by Antoinette Tester
Carol April’s birthday by James and Olga Varga

In Loving Memory of:
Ethel Ruben by Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Samuel

DISASTER RESPONSE FUND
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Phillips
Drs. Maskit and Gary Schiller

In Honor of:
Carol April’s birthday by Patricia Kennedy
Carol April’s birthday by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marin
Nan Goodman by Jordan and Helen Levin

KARSH FAMILY SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER FUND
Neila Wolff and Israeli Student Delegation

In Honor of:
Mark and Ellen Borenstein by Mrs. Dorothy Borenstein
Betsy and Rabbi Steven Leder by Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nieman

In Loving Memory of:
Carrie H. Gerson by Mrs. Jeanne Gerson
Marvin Sussman by Jack Sussman and Jody Kasten

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE CAMPS
In Honor of:
Doug Lynn by Gregory Kellner

In Loving Memory of:
Jordan Ehrlich, our beloved son, by Bill and Susan Ehrlich
Nina Koire by Mr. and Mrs. Jan Goren
Burt Pressman by Phoenix Dignity Health Legal Department
Nancy Steinfeld-Schwartz by Mr. and Mrs. Jan Goren

KEHILLAH COMMUNITY CAMP FUND
Barbara Grushow

In Honor of:
Todd Hasson’s 40th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Glucksman
Anka Nassi’s 90th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Glucksman
Rony Shram’s 40th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Glucksman

In Loving Memory of:
Joseph Cohen by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Glucksman
Carl Imerman by Merle and Arnie Weiner
Fay Kaplan by David and Stephanie Eshel
Fay Kaplan by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Glucksman
Fay Kaplan by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Nadel
Joyce Shafer by David and Stephanie Eshel

RABBI ALFRED WOLF CAMP FUND
In Honor of:
Lottie Seelman on her 95th birthday by Peter and Rena Falk

In Loving Memory of:
Esther Brandt by Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Gelfond
Helen Breitbart by Mr. and Mrs. Jared Breuer
Monty and Marylin Hall, beloved parents and grandparents,  
by Mr. and Mrs. Myron Roberts
Meyer Mayerson by Judge Samuel Mayerson
Joe Pollock by Mr. and Mrs. Jan Goren

AL GOODMAN MEMORIAL CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Penny Lane by Mrs. Rhoda Goodman
Adele Pollock by Mark and Shari Pollock

SAUER FAMILY CAMP FUND
In Loving Memory of: 
Harry Braver by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer
Jeff King by Steve Sauer
Myrna Magit by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer
Jennie Sauer by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer
Joseph Sauer by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer
Marlene Sauer by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer

SILLS FAMILY CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Nathan Sills by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sills
Rose Sills, Nathan Sills, and Raye Friedman  
by Ms. Susan Casamassima

HOWARD KAPLAN CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of: 
Fay Kaplan by Yvette and Paul Joffe
Fay Kaplan by Dr. Vlad and Mrs. Jodi Berman Kustanovich
Fay Kaplan by Mr. and Mrs. Myron Roberts

EVELYN K. KRAMER MEMORIAL  
CAMPERSHIP FUND
Lisa Skolnick

FOOD PANTRIES
Thank you to those individuals and 
families who have chosen either 
to underwrite ($1,000) or sponsor 
($500) a week of food.

If you are interested in joining this 
effort, please contact  
Rabbi M. Beaumont Shapiro at 
(424) 208-8930 or email 
dmagilnick@wbtla.org. 
 
Mitzvah go’reret mitzvah—doing a 
mitzvah leads to doing more. 
 
Thank you to Canter’s Deli, Brooklyn Bagel, Noah’s Bagel 
Larchmont, and Western Bagel West L.A., for their weekly 
donation of bread to our Food Pantries.

We appreciate your generous donations. An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.
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Our Temple Family

Welcome to New Temple members…
Alba Correa and Michael Brooks and their children, Allison and David…
Danielle Horwich and Ari Eisenberg and their daughters, Avital, Noa, and 
Liat…Polina Polonsky…Kara Newmark and Pinhas Rahav and their children, 
Benjamin and Raphael…Cynthia Stockhammer-Stern and Daniel Stern 
and their children, Asher and Eden…Michelle and Jeremy Weiner and their 
children, Abigail and Jacob…Jessica Wishowski…

Congratulations to…
Sharon and David Akhtarzad on the birth of their son, Dean Adam Akhtarzad, 
and to big brothers, Blake and Pierce… Gillian and Adam Feldman on the 
birth of their daughter, Marley Paige Feldman, and to big brother and sister, 
Leo and Lily…Gaby and Benjamin Hart on the birth of their daughter, 
Indiana Hart, and to big sister, Rafi…Denise and Judd Magilnick on the birth 
of their grandson, Noah Benjamin Magilnick…

Condolences to…
Lionel Bell on the death of his wife, Theresa “Terry” Bell, and to daughter, 
Nancy Bell…Ronnye Grueber on the death of her husband, William 
Grueber, to daughters Dana Grueber and Jill and Perry Haberman, to 
grandson, Spencer, and to brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Myron Morris 
and Anneliese…Michael Jacobs on the death of his mother, Ruth Jacobs, 
and to grandchildren, Ruby, Emma, and Julian…Howard and Donna 
Kaplan on the death of his mother, Fay Kaplan, and to grandsons,  
Ari and Matthew…Samantha and Robert Lieberman on the death of his 
mother, Ida Lieberman, and to grandchildren, Halie and Parker… 
David and Galite Shafer on the death of his mother, Joyce Lynne Shafer, 
and to grandchildren, Benjamin, Ella, and Marlo…Lynne and Stewart 
Brookman on the death of her father, Samuel Taub, and to grandchildren, 
Hunter and Hallie…

And to all immediate and extended family.

Brawerman Alumni Spotlight
We’re excited to highlight brothers Jake and Zach 

Davidson (classes of 2013 and 2010, respectively). Jake, a 
junior at Harvard-Westlake School, debates on the varsity 
Lincoln-Douglas debate team and was rated among the 
nation’s top speakers at recent tournaments. 

Zach, a sophomore at the USC Marshall School of 
Business, works as a professional close-up magician at the 
world-famous Magic Castle in Hollywood as well as at private 
events. Also interested in a career in finance, Zach interned 
this past summer at a venture capital firm. 

Both Zach and Jake enjoy music, travel, and spending 
time with family and friends. As graduates of Brawerman 
Elementary School, they credit Mr. Leib with teaching them 
to speak up while keeping their voices down.



Now Accepting Applications for Early Childhood 
Center and Brawerman Elementary School 

It’s application season! Throughout the fall, 
prospective families and students tour the East and 
Westside campuses of Brawerman Elementary School 
and our Early Childhood Centers. Now those families 
are completing their applications. 

Over the years our schools have earned a 
reputation for excellence that places them in the top tier 
of Los Angeles–area independent schools. Our nursery 
schools foster children’s natural curiosity and encourage 
them to explore and discover the world around them. 
Both Brawerman schools offer a rich, personalized 
academic experience in the context of a warm, 
nurturing, and creative community. Families appreciate 
that our schools provide outstanding learning 
opportunities as well as a true sense of community for 
the family.

The application deadline for Brawerman 
Elementary School is January 5, 2018. Our Early 
Childhood Centers, with both nursery school and Baby 
and Me classes, have rolling admissions and accept 
applications throughout the year.

If you have friends or family with, or are anticipating, 
school-age children, please introduce them to our 
Temple schools. Information regarding the schools and 
2017’s final tour dates can be found at wbtecc.org for 
the Early Childhood Centers and at Brawerman.org for 
Brawerman Elementary.

More Beautiful  
Than Before

Rabbi Leder and his 
new book, More Beautiful 
Than Before, which debuted 
as the #1 new release in 
Judaism and a self-help 
best-seller, were celebrated 
on Sunday, November 12. 
PBS talk show host Tavis 
Smiley interviewed Rabbi 
Leder, who shared wisdom, 
insight, and inspiration 
based on his personal and 
professional understanding. 

Defending Artistic 
Expression

An all-star panel 
featuring recording 
artist and Pink 
Floyd engineer Alan 
Parsons, writer-
producer-director 
David Zucker, 
famous for the Airplane and Naked Gun movies, congregant, 
entrepreneur and entertainment attorney Ken Hertz, actor 
Mark Pellegrino, and musician Guy Erez, spoke up and spoke 
out in a counterpoint to boycott efforts against Israeli artists 
performing overseas and international artists who perform in 
Israel. The panel, convened by congregant Lana Melman and 
her organization Liberate Art, addressed the issue from diverse 
political perspectives but all unified in support of artistic 
freedom and the role of the arts and culture in bridging divides.

Sushi in the Sukkah with 
The Meetup

More than 100 young 
congregants enjoyed sushi 
in the Sukkah in one of the 
year’s most popular events 
hosted by The Meetup. Since 
its inception, The Meetup has 
grown into a vibrant group of 
younger congregants, mostly 
in their 20s and 30s, who get together for holiday celebrations, 
outdoor activities, and just for fun. For more information on 
The Meetup contact Cantor Seth Ettinger at cantorseth@
wbtla.org.

Torah and Two-Step!
Simchat Torah, which marks the end and the beginning 

of the annual cycle of Torah reading, is always celebrated with 
joyous dance and spirited celebration. This year, Rabbi Nanus 
brought together award-winning line dancing instructors Tessa 
Sturgill and Dustin Sturm of Stompin’ Grounds with the music 
of the one and only Nefesh band to help us kick up our heels 
and rollout the Torah. 
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Community News

Cantor Seth Ettinger reads the last verse of Deuteronomy and the first 
words of Genesis in one breath as Rabbi Beau Shapiro and Nefesh Band 
leader Duvid Swirsky open the Torah to begin anew.

(L to R): Guy Erez, Alan Parsons, David Zucker, 
Lana Melman, Ken Hertz, Mark Pellegrino 

Top: Tavis Smiley (L) with Rabbi Leder (R). 
Bottom: Rabbi Leder during book signing.

https://www.wbtecc.org/
http://www.brawerman.org/
mailto:cantorseth%40wbtla.org?subject=
mailto:cantorseth%40wbtla.org?subject=
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

Shabba Dabba 
Rabbi Goldberg 

 6:00 p.m.

Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Gurney 

 6:00 p.m.

Nefesh 
Rabbi Goldberg and the Nefesh Band 

 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

Torah Study 
Vayishlach 
Avi Cohen 

 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Ettinger 

 10:00 a.m.

No services at Glazer Campus

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

Youth Choir Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Ettinger 

 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney 
 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

Torah Study 
Vayeishev 
Avi Cohen 

 9:00 a.m.

Tot Shabbat 
Rabbi Goldberg 

 9:00 a.m.

No services at Glazer and  
Irmas Campuses

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Goldberg and Cantor Ettinger 

 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Gurney 
 6:00 p.m.

Nefesh 
Rabbi Goldberg and the Nefesh Band 

 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

Torah Study 
Mikeitz 
Lynn Brody Slome 

 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Ettinger 

 10:00 a.m.

No services at Glazer Campus

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Goldberg and Cantor Ettinger 

 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Gurney 
 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

Torah Study 
Vayigash 
Lynn Brody Slome 

 9:00 a.m.

No services at Glazer and  
Irmas Campuses

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Ettinger 

 6:00 p.m.

Cantor Gurney  
 6:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30

Torah Study 
Va-y’chi 
Lynn Brody Slome 

 9:00 a.m.

No services at Glazer and  
Irmas Campuses 

https://www.wbtla.org/
http://www.wbtla.org

